
Dear Family,

Summer is here! I hope you are enjoying these long, warm, and sunny days as much as
I am. Right now, I’m sitting on a plane flying from LA to Atlanta. Long flights give me
an opportunity to write and reflect on what I’m learning in my walk with the Lord. 

Our theme for this issue of Imago Dei is “service.” I’m reflecting on my attitude
toward and participation in serving. Much of my professional career has, and still
does, center around service. But what about when the “time clock” isn’t ticking—am 
I ready and willing to serve then? 

In Matthew 23:11, Jesus tells the crowd that the greatest among them is the
servant. In context, Jesus warns against hypocrisy. He makes a distinct connection
between authority and hypocrisy, especially as it relates to service. His discourse on
authority begins in chapter 21. By the time we reach Jesus in chapter 23, he speaks to
the authority of the Pharisees. The warning: Do not live like the Pharisees—imploring
other people to serve, without living a life of service themselves. Instead, followers of
Jesus cultivate true servants’ hearts, with a posture to go, to be, and to do as Christ
commands—to serve others. 

Serving doesn’t always mean going out into the community. Most often, God’s call to
service begins with serving those within our own home. Our culture is currently
obsessed with seeking solutions that focus on “fixing” external structures. God’s
Kingdom begins with transforming human hearts. Jesus’ followers demonstrate
their commitment to His justice when we take care of those closest to home first.
Those who we have daily contact with know our true hearts. They aren’t impressed
with our public virtue signaling. Rather, the vulnerable in our family look to those
who are strong to help provide for their needs and protection. 

Perhaps you find yourself in a season of life where it feels like all you’re doing is
serving—for your small children, elderly parents, or a sick spouse—I pray you are
encouraged by Scripture’s words: 

Therefore, my beloved brothers, be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the
work of the Lord, knowing that in the Lord your labor is not in vain. (1 Cor. 15:58)

C. Monique Duson
Founder and President
The Center for Biblical Unity
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Launched virtual support groups like the Educators Support Group. We are
working on having a special livestream event for each group this summer.
Created our first curriculum, set to release on July 31.
Started the hiring process for a part-time administrative assistant. Currently,
our support team consists solely of volunteer help. Having the means to hire a
support staff person will make all the difference for the ministry’s effectiveness 

On-boarded four members in our Academic Advisory Council and are preparing
to on-board two more.
Created and launched a diversity training for teachers and ministry leaders.
Rolled out our first course: Theology of Race and Ethnicity.

I am thrilled to announce that Krista Bontrager has officially come on board, full time,
with CFBU! 

A year ago, she encouraged me to step out in faith and quit my job to further this
ministry. Krista and her husband Robert (who has also been a vital partner in growing
CFBU) were incredibly supportive in my transition into full-time ministry. Their support
allowed me to focus and helped push me beyond many fears. Now, it's my turn to serve
Krista in this exciting new season as she joins me full time to advance CFBU. 

Would you join me in supporting her in this transition with your prayers and words of
encouragement? Your prayer and financial support is what made—and continues to
make—this step for Krista and her family possible. Please take a second to congrat-
ulate and cheer on Krista by sending a note to donors@centerforbiblicalunity.com
or commenting on our Facebook page. I know she’ll truly appreciate it!

Along with bringing on Krista full time, here are the other goals accomplished in the
last six months because of your faithful support: 

and growth!

Thank you for making all of this and more a reality for CFBU!

 ~Monique
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Your ministry has helped me be more com-
passionate and loving toward my neighbors,
particularly those I disagree with. Many of
my peers and close friends have bought into
what culture is teaching us about love and
justice. It can be challenging and disheart-
ening to feel like the odd person out. The two
of you have exemplified how to interact truth-
fully and graciously with those who have a
different point of view. 

 ~ Ranea 

Wherever you find yourself today, know
that you have an opportunity to serve others
(even those you may disagree with) just as
Christ, with all grace and humility, came to
serve us.  

Here are some notes from CFBU family
members who are seeing the fruit that grows
when we are prepared to engage others in
conversations on justice and racial unity, with
love and compassion. 

I am so grateful to have found The Center for
Biblical Unity and enjoy the podcasts. I have
had friends getting hooked into Critical Race
Theory concepts as presented by other
Christians and I just haven't known how to
respond. Not to say I have full confidence at
this point, but I feel I'm getting a better handle
on the biblical response and am so grateful to
have your website and podcasts as a resource
to point others towards….Keep up your work, 
it matters! 

 ~ Sara

One of the core reasons why CFBU exists is to equip you with biblically-based truths so you can then
take God’s truth and share it within your community. It’s our hope that you feel encouraged to lead
respectful conversations in your spheres of influence. Together, we can better serve those around us
by being living testaments of Christ-centered unity and justice!

“For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to
serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.” Mark 10:45
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This past May, Monique had the opportunity to join the Colson Center for their
Wilberforce Weekend. The theme of the conference was The Image Restored—a
fitting title considering CFBU’s heart and mission! 

Here is a snippet of the final words Monique offered during her talk that
resonated so deeply with attendees—which was evident in the standing ovation
she received! 

“Some will say that I just let all the white people off the hook for racism.
It’s an accusation I get quite often. What I’m actually doing is putting
everyone, regardless of their color or ethnic background, on the hook.
When we are ‘on the hook’ we realize that culture is watching us. So the
way that we treat one another is constantly on display. You’re on the
hook, and so am I. And we go forward, together, as the family that we
have been declared in Scripture.” 

As a supporter of CFBU, thank you for serving the ministry in this tangible way,
so that biblically-based truth and hope can be shared in our ever-changing
culture. It’s our hope that you are just as encouraged as we are to know that the
CFBU message is transforming hearts and minds for Christ.  

To watch Monique’s full session along with the entire lineup of Wilberforce
speakers, you can purchase an online pass to get access to 
all the recordings at wilberforceweekend.org.

WILBERFORCE 
2021 WEEKEND

on the RoadCFBU

https://wilberforceweekend.org/



